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Dear Young Historian,
Have fun exploring Weston's history! Learn about 8 historic Weston
locations in this activity book. This book has coloring pages,
scavenger hunts, a word search and so much more!

Aidan Delgass - Co-author & illustrator
Abby Miles - Co-author & calligrapher
Joan Curran - Advisor
Samantha Kulish-Fargione - Advisor

Notes from the Advisors and Authors

Weston is unique - a drive through its historical sites is like a real deal Disney ride.

These activity pages will help children learn about their town. The project is in collaboration with
the Weston Historical Society. The locations were researched and activities were created by notable
Westonites, Abby Miles, an athletic, literary, and artistic senior at Weston High School, and Aidan

Delgass, Weston High School 2020 valedictorian, who tried out his drawing skills for this project

with stunning results. They volunteered their enthusiasm, energy, talent, creativity, and not to
mention their time, sometimes across time zones, to create this fun and educational journey for
Weston's children. We all met, masked and distanced, and Zoomed during Covid isolation to
produce this exciting product.

Weston was an adventure and safe haven for my family; it will always be our hometown.
Coordinating this project with Samantha Kulish-Fargione, Executive Director of the Weston

Historical Society is my way of saying thanks for the memories.

Please use these activity pages to appreciate Weston's history as you drive through these beautiful
woods every day.

Joan Curran - Weston Activity Book Co-Advisor



Notes from the Advisors and Authors

Joan Curran reached out to me in June 2020 with an idea to create a Weston history activity book
for children and families. I loved the idea but thought it might be an overwhelming task for she and
I to tackle on our own. Thankfully, Joan knew of two exceptional young Westonites, Abby Miles
and Aidan Delgass, looking for ways to engage their creativity while being stuck at home during the
pandemic. After our first meeting together, outside masked on the patio of the historical society, I
knew we had the perfect team to tackle the project! Abby and Aidan ran with the idea and
approached the project with enthusiasm, creativity, and integrity. The Weston Historical Society is
extremely lucky and thankful to have been introduced to this young dynamic duo by Joan, who has
such a love and appreciation for the town. Thank you Abby, Aidan, and Joan for helping the
historical society educate and instill a love of Weston history in our town’s children.

Samantha Kulish-Fargione, Executive Director - Weston Historical Society
Weston Activity Book Co-Advisor

Researching and illustrating for this book put Weston in a new light, put words and stories to the
sun-dappled greenery and weathered wood I have known my whole life in this town. I found that as
I drove by each site, if I smiled at the buildings — shrugging with age, surrounded by their autumn
finery — that they would smile back in turn. If this book can teach a child one thing, it is that we all

tramp the same mossy ground as our forebears.
Aidan Delgass - Co-Author and Illustrator

When Joan reached out about working on a project with the Weston Historical Society, I was
curious but hesitant. Yet, trapped in a world starting to reopen from quarantine, I was eager to learn
about and explore sites in town. Watching this project come together and getting to work with
Aidan, Samantha and Joan has been one of the greatest joys this past year. I have learned about
Weston’s history, and, in doing so, connected myself to the wonderful town I call home. My one
hope is that the students who complete these pages will take the time to get outside and seek more
discovery.

Abby Miles - Co-Author and Calligrapher



WESTON LOCATIONS

11.

13.

15.

17.

19.

20.

Coley Homestead

Devil's Den & Trout Brook Preserve

Emmanuel Cemetery

General Store and Post Office

Onion Barn

Valley Forge/Saugatuck Reservoir

Weston Toy Factory

Answer Key

Learn More History
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LEARN MORE HISTORY!

Coley Homestead

David Dimon Coley was born in 1811, and married Mary Eliza Andrews in 1835. Mary’s father
owned a large portion of land, including the area where the Coley Homestead is now located. He sold
the portion of his property where the Coley House was built to his son-in-law, David. After Mary’s
father passed away, the rest of the land was inherited by Mary and David. David built the Coley
House in 1841, the same year his second son, James, was born. James died young, in 1870, but not
before he married and had his own son, who was also named James. By the 1940s, there were still
three generations of the Coley family living in the house, which had undergone minor changes to fit

the style of each generation since it was built all that time ago.

The Coley’s gave 3.7 acres of the property which included the Coley House, Coley Barn, Carriage
House, a bunkhouse, outhouses and a smokehouse to the Weston Historical Society. You can visit
the Weston Historical Society and the Coley Homestead property which is located at 104 Weston
Road. There are interpretive signs outside the buildings to help you learn more about the Coley
family and their farm. The Coley House and Coley Barn will re-open to the public soon.

Devil's Den & Trout Brook Preserve

Devil’s Den Nature Preserve is a beautiful example of how humans have shaped the landscape of
Weston over time. Originally inhabited by Algonquian-speaking indigenous people, the area was
then shaped by European colonists who harvested the forest to make lumber from the tree trunks and
charcoal from the branches. Godfrey Pond can be found near the entrance of the preserve. It is where

a stone dam was built to power a sawmill there.

Managed by the Aspetuck Land Trust, Trout Brook Valley Preserve also has stonewalls throughout
the property that mark the boundaries of long ago farmlands and animal pens. What is now heavily
forested land was then open space as all the trees were cut down for building homes and burning in
fireplaces for fuel and warmth. If you hike into the preserve you will find a beautiful meadow and
orchard, where swooping birds fill the sky. Members of the Aspetuck Land Trust can pick
blueberries in the summer.

20,



Emmanuel Cemetery

The Emmanuel Cemetery is located directly behind Emmanuel Church. It is one of the oldest and

most historic cemeteries in town. Although grave rubbing — the process of using lightweight paper

and pencil to outline gravestones- is not advised due to the stones being so fragile, the Emmanual
Cemetery is a great place to learn about the history of our town and some of our early and more

recent citizens. You can find some very famous families, as listed in the Scavenger Hunt. Many of
these families now have roads named after them. You can visit the Emmanuel Cemetery at 285

Lyons Plain Road where you can also find a playground to visit once you’re done looking at all of

the gravestones!

General Store & Pogt Office

This building was built around 1780 as a small cabin. Over the years, it was added on to and became
a general store and post office. The general store sold goods that could not be produced on the farm.
It was also a place for the people of Weston to meet and socialize. A second floor was added for the
postmaster and his family to live while running the post office and general store. Now it is the
Adams-Scribner Museum, where you can find historical letters and artifacts relating to Weston’s
history.

Onion Barn

The Onion Barn might not look grand on the outside, but the inside has been home to a lot of
Weston's history. The Onion Barn that stands today on Weston Road was built around 1830 by
Eliphalet Coley. Even though few survive today, many farms in Weston during the 1700s and 1800s
would have had onion barns which were used to store onions after they had been harvested. Onions
were a cash crop in Weston as well as in Westport, Southport, and Fairfield. During the 1700s and
early 1800s, onions were exported from local farms to the British Empire, specifically to feed
enslaved people who had been brought by force from Africa and were laboring with no pay on
plantations in the Caribbean. During the Civil War, onions from local farms were shipped down
south to feed the Union army. The most popular variety of onion grown in Weston and the
surrounding towns was the Southport Globe Onion.

Nowadays, the Onion Barn is a quaint place for collecting recycling and posting important local
information, but the onions that gave the building its name link Weston to a much larger world.

21.



Valley Forge

Valley Forge is a beautiful road to drive along. On your drive you will see wonderful views of the
Saugatuck Reservoir — a massive body of water that provides drinking water for the City of
Bridgeport. What many people do not know is that 100 feet beneath the crystal blue water are the
remains of the Valley Forge section of Weston. Valley Forge was once a thriving village,
manufacturing steel and iron and grinding grains, by using the power of the Saugatuck River.
However, in the 1920s, the Bridgeport Hydraulic Company needed more water to supply the
growing needs of Bridgeport and other surrounding communities. They wanted to build a dam across
the Saugatuck River to flood the Valley Forge area and then create a reservoir. The residents of
Valley Forge fought hard to prevent the flooding of their beautiful village, but the Bridgeport
Hydraulic Company won. The residents of Valley Forge had to move out. Some homes were moved
from the area however many buildings were destroyed.

In recent years, efforts to preserve land around Valley Forge have been successful. Led by Paul
Newman, a famous actor and Westport resident, a group prevented the development of a large natural
area. That area is now Trout Brook Valley Preserve, which spans parts of Weston, Easton and
Redding. Although you can’t see the remains of the village of Valley Forge, there are many stops
along the road where you can look out over the water, take a hike on the Saugatuck Trail, or try to
imagine what the village of Valley Forge might have looked like.

Weston Toy Factory

Although today the only shops and commercial buildings are located in Weston Center, our town was
once a bustling area of industry. We even had a Toy Factory, created by Burton Merwin. Before
Merwin began to use the building to craft his own unique toys, the factory was a place to make
hammers. It then became a mill where apples were turned into cider. A friend who saw Merwin’s
creativity and innovation convinced him to begin designing and building children’s toys. Merwin
created several popular designs, including a wooden rabbit, wooden horse drawn cart and the famous
boxers. To decorate the toys, Merwin had the idea to put designs on rubber stamps, dip the stamps in
ink and then press faces, shoes, and other features onto his creations. The factory ran successfully
from the early 1900s until 1935.

The original building is gone but the Weston Toy Factory was located by the river near the dam at
Aspetuck Corners. If you would like to drive by the site with your family, it is at the intersection of
Old Redding Road and Westport Road.
22.
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