Weston Remembers the Jazz Age
and Artist Jobn Held, Jr.

by Katblerw Saluk Faills

Lust March, Weston rediscovered par
of &8 caliural beritige, whea 2 myster-
iows stranger arrived in town with 1
wrought roa sign by artist John Ield,
Jr. The sign, which wis missing for
mare thas 20 years, had been found in
¢ Bethel barn

Wik &s return 1o Towa Hall the sign
rekindled am interest In Held, the Jam
Age artist, who lived bn Weston b the
19208, No artist had a preaser allect on
shaping the image of the Twentics than
beld, whose own Erenctic Life in Weston
mirroecd tha era

He maoved 10 Weston in 1518, buving
the firsd of two houses be owned here.
A @ oelebrated artibl with a lavish l&le-
sirbe, be entenained the erary and
antistic colony that grew up in Weston
and Westport, He dlustrated covers for
all the magazimes of the age, induding
The New Yorker, stanted by his boyhood
Fricnd Harold Ross, Ne created the
Bapper, and sct in motion 2 satknal
Erize,

Froe an old forge 2t his home ai 56
Morth Ladder W&l Road, he Lshioncd
wromght iroa sigas, hinges and weather
wincs, which reflect his sense of bumor
and allecuions for country lning. One of
these signs was sold, or perhaps given,
o Weston, It pictures an Indian hailing
the rising sun. For many years, it bung
al the ceater of own,

lis retare was noted a2 New York
Times article that drew response [rom
people around the country, James
Daniel, curanor of the an collecion an
Town Hall, said 3 Dasien woman wrote

him, oflering the 1own 3 Held weabervane,

valued ot §5,000. The wenbervane, which
features 3 cow kicking over 3 bucket, was
given 1o ber family im 1925 by Held, who
wit @ house guest

In & special ceremany to be hebd laer
this year, Mr. Danbel said the donar will
be imvited 1o visit towa hall, whes the art
wioek B nstalled Bnoibe mecting room. It
will join Westoa's rising san sign and an-
other Held work, a Block peint, acquired
several years apo. "It B just wonderiul that
thit &8-year-old woman decided 1o give the

town this magnificend gift," Mr. Danicl said
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"THIT WiNT To Fil TOUR T~ Juhn Held, Jr. {umdared). Coartesy of Judy Held




